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In October 1993, the French seller entered into a contract with an English buyer for the sale of dressmaker’s
dummies. Printed on the reverse side of the invoice sent to the buyer were the seller’s general conditions of sale,
which included a jurisdiction clause in favour of the courts of Paris.

The seller sued the buyer before the Commercial Court of Paris, seeking settlement of an outstanding invoice.
The buyer raised a plea of lack of jurisdiction, claiming that the High Court of London was competent.

An objection was lodged by the seller with the Court of Appeal of Paris, which ruled that the matter came

under the jurisdiction of the Commercial Court of Paris. The applicable law in the case at issue was French law,
which referred to the CISG. The Court of Appeal applied article 57 CISG, in accordance with which the price has

to be paid at the seller’s place of business, which, in the present case, was located in Paris.
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