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The German seller, plaintiff, supplied to the Swiss buyer, defendant, roofing
materials and in addition performed the roofing on the construction site. The seller
sued the buyer for the outstanding purchase price, the price for its services, default

interest and reimbursement of debt collection costs.
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In its default judgement, the court applied the CISG , since the labour costs were not
substantially higher than the costs of the supplies (article 3 (2) CISG). Thus, the
contract was not classified as a service contract and accordingly, payment was due

under article 53 CISG.
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The court held that the seller was entitled to default interest according to article 78
CISG, the amount of which had to be determined by German domestic law as
applicable under private international law provisions. In addition, the court found
that the buyer had to indemnify the seller also for the debt collection costs (article 74
CISG).
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