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At their first meeting, representatives of a Swiss seller, plaintiff, and a German buyer,
defendant, signed a standard form contract for the delivery of airfilters at a price of
CHF 90'000. The buyer denied being bound by such contract, claiming that its
representative had not verified the entries in the standard form agreement before
signing it on the buyer’s behalf. The buyer claimed that the parties had agreed only to
the delivery of samples of the airfilters at a price of DEM 500, in order for it to be
able to test the product.
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The court held that the CISG was not applicable to the standard form contract, as it
had been concluded on the basis of an error (article 4(a) CISG). As such, the court
determined that the contract was governed by Swiss law in accordance with private

international law provisions.
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